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Atcham  Rural  District  Council 


Oakley  Manor, 

Belle  Vue, 

Shrewsbury,  SY3  7NW. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Atcham  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  on  the  health  of  Atcham  Rural  District  in  1971. 

It  is  good  to  observe  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  and  the  neonatal  mortality  rate  both 
compare  favourably  with  the  national  figures. 

The  population  growth  reflects  the  national  trend  of  constant  increase.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  control  of  population  growth  will  become  the  prime  concern  of  environmental 
health  in  the  years  to  come. 

One  of  the  side  effects  of  population  growth  is  the  pressure  to  provide  “factory”  farming 
methods,  and  the  attendant  problem  of  dealing  with  animal  waste  is  well  known  to  every  Atcham 
Councillor. 

f ortunately  considerable  research  cfTorts  are  being  made  in  the  direction  of  these  problems, 
which  we  hope  will  help  in  abating  this  nuisance. 

On  instruction  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security,  we  have  now  ceased 
to  offer  smallpox  vaccination  to  infants.  The  last  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  this  country  was  in 
1962  not  long  in  terms  of  epidemiology.  In  my  view  this  decision  was  premature,  but  time  will 
tell  whether  the  Department  was  right  to  accept  the  view  of  the  anti-vaccination  lobby. 

Measles  still  figures  prominently  in  the  infectious  diseases  notifications.  It  is  hoped  that 
measles  immunisation  will  soon  start  to  effect  a considerable  reduction.  How  satisfying  it  will  be 
if  ultimately  the  results  are  as  good  as  those  for  polio  immunisation. 

Cholera  was  present  in  parts  of  Spain  and  the  Ballearic  Islands,  and  holiday-makers  returning 
home  from  these  parts  caused  a bit  of  a flutter  at  the  time.  Several  persons  working  at  a bakery 
were  suspended  from  duty  until  the  incubation  period  was  safely  passed.  No  cholera  vibrios  were 
isolated  from  any  specimen  taken  from  those  with  gastro-intestinal  symptoms. 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Corfield  and  staff  for  a pleasant  working  relationship  throughout  the 
year,  and  to  congratulate  Mr.  Sankey  on  securing  the  additional  qualification  of  Diploma  in 
Municipal  Administration. 

JOHN  HINCHLIFFE. 
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Section  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

England  and  Wales 

Atcham 

16 

Live  Birth  Rate 

17.1  (standardised) 

12 

Stillbirth  Rate 

18 

18 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

7 

12 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

5 

22 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

22 

11.6 

Death  Rate 

11.3  (standardised) 

Area  (in  acres  inclusive  of  water) 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1971) 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  (at  1st  April,  1971) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  

Estimated  Population  (Mid-1971) 

139,512 

1,059,492 

10,149 

9,334 

26,780 

Births 

Live  Births:  Legitimate 

420 

Illegitimate 

24 

Total 

444 

Illegitimate  Live  Birth;  as  % of  Total  Live  Births  . . 

5 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population : 

Crude 

16.6 

Standardised  . . 

17.1 

Still  Births:  Legitimate 

8 

Illegitimate 

— 

Total  

8 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  births 

18 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  

452 

Infant  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year: 

Total 

3 

Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  . . 

7 

Legitimate  . . 

3 

Rate  per  1 ,000  legitimate  births  . . 

7 

Illegitimate  . . 

— 

Rate  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births 

— 

Deaths  under  4 Weeks 

2 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 

5 

Deaths  under  1 Week  

2 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

5 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  and 

stillbirths  per  1 ,000  live  and  stillbirths) 

22 

5 


Deaths 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes 

315 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population : 

Crude  

11.8 

Standardised 

11.3 

The  total  number  of  the  population  in  the  District  as  at  the  30th  June,  1971,  is  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General  as  26,780.  This  figure  is  520  above  the  figure  given  for  1970. 

The  following  are  the  estimates  of  the  population  for  the  District  in  1971,  and  the  figures  for 
the  years  1968,  1969  and  1970  are  also  given  for  comparison  purposes. 


Estimated  Population 


1968 

25,840 


1969 

26,110 


1970 

26,260 


1971 

26,780 
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Section  B 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

These  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  authority  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(a)  Child  Health  Centres 

Public  Hall,  Pontesbury  . . . . . . . . 2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 

Village  Hall,  Condover  . . . . . . . . 2nd  Fridays 

Mobile  Clinic  visits  Alberbury,  Bayston  Hill,  Bicton,  Bicton  Heath,  Ford, 

Hanwood,  Longnor,  Minsterley,  Westbury  and  Yockleton. 


( b )  Family  Planning  Clinics 

The  Shrewsbury  and  District  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  operate  clinics  in 
the  County  Council’s  Health  Centre  at  Murivance,  Shrewsbury,  as  follows:  Mondays,  1.30  p.m. 
— 3.30  p.m.  (Bank  Holidays  excepted),  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Mondays  each  month;  6.30  p.m. — 
7.30  p.m.  (Bank  Holidays  excepted);  2nd  Wednesdays  each  month,  2.30  p.m. — 3.30  p.m.  (for 
Oral  Contraceptives  and  Appointments);  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Wednesdays  each  month,  1 1.00  a.m. 
1.00  p.m.  (for  advice  on  Intra-Uterine  devices,  by  appointment  only). 


(c)  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children 

As  from  the  1st  April,  1970,  Moral  Welfare  Work  on  behalf  of  Hereford  Diocesan 
Association  was  taken  over  by  County  Council  Health  Visitors. 

The  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  continues  to  be  represented  by  Mrs.  C.  V.  Jones,  25  Talbot 
Chambers,  Market  Street,  Shrewsbury  (4900). 

The  County  Council  gives  substantial  grants  to  two  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  affiliated  to  the 
Lichfield  Diocese,  but  within  the  County,  to  which  cases  from  any  County  District  may  be  admitted. 


(d)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

There  are  seven  distribution  points  in  the  area  from  which  supplies  of  National  Welfare  Foods 
(National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  A and  D tablets)  can  be  obtained. 
These  points  have  been  set  up  at  a variety  of  places,  including  Child  Health  Centres,  Post  Offices, 
local  shops  and  private  houses. 
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Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

The  County  Council  employs  a total  of  two  midwives  in  the  District.  Throughout  the  whole 
area  they  undertake  district  nursing  as  well  as  Midwifery  duties.  In  addition,  two  full-time  District 
Nurses  are  employed. 

Health  Visiting 

The  year  1971  saw  further  progress  in  the  scheme  of  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  General 
Practices  in  the  area. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury,  and  the  telephone  number 
is  Shrewsbury  6331.  A new  full-time  Ambulance  Depot  was  opened  at  Craven  Arms  on  25th 
December,  1965,  replacing  the  former  Sub-Depots  at  Ludlow  and  Bishop's  Castle.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  1971  there  were  19  ambulances  at  Shrewsbury  and  5 dual  purpose  vehicles.  5 ambulances 
and  2 dual-purpose  vehicles  were  based  at  Craven  Arms. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Protection  is  offered,  in  particular,  to  pre-school  children,  school  children,  and  in  special 
circumstances  to  others,  against  Smallpox,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis 
and  Measles  and  to  children  of  thirteen  years  and  over  against  Tuberculosis. 

The  immunisation  procedure  is  carried  out  in  many  cases  by  General  Medical  Practitioners, 
and  by  School  Medical  Officers  in  Clinics  and  Schools. 

Travellers  to  countries  where  Yellow  Fever  is  endemic  are  given  protection,  but  a fee  of  £1.25 
is  charged  for  this  service.  Vaccination  sessions,  for  which  patients  are  given  appointments,  are 
held  at  the  Shirehall,  Abbey  Forcgate,  Shrewsbury,  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  the  month 
at  3 p.m. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

( a ) All  home  nurses  and  midwives  hold  a small  supply  of  minor  articles  of  nursing  equipment 
such  as  hot  water  bottles,  air  rings,  bed  pans  and  feeding  cups  for  loan  to  patients  being  nursed 
at  home. 

( b ) The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  falls  to  Regional  Hospital  Boards  to  provide  in  the  way 
of  Sanatoria  and  Chest  Clinics,  but  the  preventive  and  after-care  side  of  the  work  is  shared  between 
the  Hospital  Boards  and  Local  Health  Authorities.  The  County  Council  for  their  share  provide 
open-air  Shelters  where  required.  They  also  join  with  Regional  Boards  in  making  from  time  to 
time  local  arrangements  for  Chest  Radiology  Surveys,  and  through  their  Health  Visitors  under- 
take a considerable  amount  of  follow-up  work  with  patients.  Extra  nourishment  may  be  provided 
in  necessitous  cases. 

(c)  Arrangements  are  made  under  this  section  for  the  convalescence  of  persons  not  requiring 
special  medical  or  nursing  care. 

id)  Through  their  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  Health  Visitors,  the  County  Council  are 
responsible  for  the  supervision  in  their  own  homes  of  mentally  handicapped  persons,  and  also 
for  helping  general  medical  practitioners  to  secure  hospital  treatment  for  those  persons  who 
become  mentally  unbalanced. 
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Domestic  Help 

This  area  is  for  the  most  part  served  from  two  Home  Help  Offices.  The  Shrewsbury  Office, 
which  is  open  from  Monday  to  Friday,  deals  with  the  majority  of  the  cases  in  the  Atcham  Rural 
District.  There  is  an  Office  in  Church  Stretton,  open  on  Monday  mornings  and  Thursday  after- 
noons. A few  cases  on  the  eastern  borders  of  the  Atcham  Rural  District  may  fall  to  be  dealt  with 
by  either  the  Wellington  or  the  Bridgnorth  Home  Help  Offices. 

The  majority  of  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Shrewsbury  Office  were  resident  in  the  Borough. 
Hospital  Service 

Complementary  to  the  Health  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  provisions 

of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  are  provided 
by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  under  the  provisions  of  Part  II  of  the  Act. 

The  District  is  reasonably  well  supplied  with  hospitals  under  the  Nos.  15  and  16  Hospital 
Management  Committees  and  by  Consultants  based  on  the  principal  hospitals,  but  who  hold 
Specialist  Clinics  at  many  of  the  smaller  hospitals  in  the  area. 

For  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  Chest  Clinics  are  held  at  Copthorne  Hospital, 
Shrewsbury,  and  at  Wellington. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  1 Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  and  is  provided  by  the  Shrewsbury  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  as  part  of  the  hospital  and  specialist  service.  The  Medical 
Officers  in  charge  are  Dr.  J.  P.  G.  Rogerson  and  Dr.  E.  M.  McCarter.  The  Clinic  also  serves 
the  neighbouring  Counties  of  Montgomeryshire  and  Radnorshire. 

The  times  of  sessions  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  now  as  follows: 

Males:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  ..  ..  ..  6-8  p.m. 

Females:  Mondays  ..  ..  ..  ..  3.30-5.30  p.m. 

Thursdays  . . . . . . . . . . 5-7  p.m. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Copthorne  Hospital  is  extensively  used  for  the  bac- 
teriological examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  samples  and  sewage  effluents  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Chester. 

Good  laboratory  facilities  are  very  necessary  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  and  I 
should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones,  of  the  Shrewsbury  Laboratory,  and  his  staff 
for  their  assistance,  in  particular  perhaps  for  their  invaluable  advice  when  some  bacteriological 
or  epidemiological  problem  arises. 
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Section  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

This  service  continued  to  operate  on  a satisfactory  basis  during  the  year,  with  some  modifica- 
tions to  the  rounds  to  take  account  of  the  constant  increase  in  the  stock  of  houses  throughout  the 
district.  By  the  end  of  the  year  all  the  rounds  were  operating  at  or  near  to  capacity,  and  with 
the  growing  population  in  the  district,  a longer-term  solution  will  have  to  be  sought. 

The  total  staff  remained  at  sixteen,  including  the  foreman;  we  were  sorry  to  lose  the  services 
during  the  year  of  Mr.  H.  Crowther,  who  died  in  August  after  more  than  twenty  years’  service 
with  the  Council.  One  member  of  the  stall'  was  dismissed  following  persistent  absenteeism. 

The  collection  vehicles  are  all  modern  rear-loading  machines  consisting  of  three  Dennis 
Paxil  1 8/24  cu.  yd.  freighters,  one  Paxit  35/50  cu.  yd.,  and  one  Paxit  25/40  cu.  yd.,  the  latter 
being  purchased  in  April  to  replace  a ten-year-old  machine,  which  was  sold  by  advertisement.  I am 
glad  to  record  the  excellent  service  the  Council  has  enjoyed  from  the  Dennis  vehicles. 

A mileage  of  54,725  was  covered  by  the  six  freighters  during  the  year — this  represented  a 
decrease  of  nearly  5,000  miles  on  the  previous  year  due  to  the  re-arrangement  of  the  rounds 
and  the  purchase  of  a larger  capacity  vehicle. 

On  the  1st  January,  1971,  an  apprentice  (Mr.  W.  Davies)  was  engaged  to  assist  Mr.  Price, 
the  Council's  I ittcr,  at  the  Depot.  At  the  same  time  Mr.  C.  G.  Tolley  was  engaged  as  clerical 
assistant  at  the  Depot,  to  deal  with  the  growing  volume  of  clerical  work  involved  in  the  running 
of  the  Depot,  and  particularly  the  additional  administrative  responsibilities  resulting  from  the 
introduction  of  new  Transport  legislation. 

During  the  year,  work  commenced  on  the  construction  of  a new  office  and  stores  building, 
to  meet  the  Council's  responsibilities  under  the  Factories  Act  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  building  was  nearing  completion. 

During  the  year,  refuse  has  been  tipped  at  the  Borough  Council’s  new  tip  at  Mousecroft 
Lane,  and  no  further  operations  have  taken  place  at  the  former  Boar’s  Den  tip,  which  still  requires 
final  soiling  over  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  lease.  By  the  end  of  the  year  it  became 
apparent  that  the  Mousecroft  Lane  tip  was  nearing  a premature  end,  and  planning  permission  was 
being  sought  for  a new  tip  at  Betton  Abbotts.  whilst  negotiations  were  renewed  for  a tip  at  Fox 
Farm,  Weeping  Cross,  in  respect  of  which  planning  permission  had  already  been  obtained. 

The  dustbin  hiring  scheme,  inaugurated  in  1955,  continued  successfully,  and  a total  of  497 
bins  were  issued  in  1971.  Nearly  6,000  bins  have  now  been  issued  since  the  scheme  started,  and  the 
earlier  and  heavier  bins  are  now  being  replaced  by  modern  plastic  bins,  which  have  many  ad- 
vantages. Very  few  of  the  plastic  bins  were  damaged  by  hot  ashes  during  the  year. 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

The  year  saw  more  activity  in  the  Council’s  work  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  mainly 
in  connection  with  the  removal  of  old  and  abandoned  vehicles. 

Nine  such  cars  were  removed  during  the  year,  three  of  which  were  taken  by  the  Council  and 
the  remainder  by  the  owners,  after  pressure  by  your  Officers. 
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Several  other  accumulations  of  rubbish  were  also  dealt  with,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  comment 
on  the  growing  interest  shown  by  residents  of  the  area,  who  often  bring  such  dumping  to  our  notice. 

We  look  forward,  when  circumstances  permit,  to  the  provision  of  demountable  rubbish 
containers  which  can  be  placed  in  various  villages  to  encourage  local  residents  to  dispose  of 
unwanted  rubbish  in  a proper  manner. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a resident  of  Shrewsbury  who  dumped  the  contents  of  his 
dustbin  in  a lane  at  Preston  Gubbalds  during  the  refuse  collectors’  strike:  a fine  of  £5  was  imposed. 

Rodent  Control 

The  year  has  seen  little  change  in  the  Council’s  rodent  control  programme,  with  the  Council’s 
operators  (Mr.  Aston  and  Mr.  Morris)  working  steadily  to  meet  our  contract  commitments  and  to 
deal  with  other  reported  infestations. 

Although  a slightly  higher  number  of  agricultural  premises  were  treated  on  a contract  basis, 
I find  it  very  disappointing  that  the  agricultural  community  does  not  make  greater  use  of  the  service. 
Attractive  contract  terms  are  available,  particularly  where  groups  of  farms  can  be  treated  in 
“block  control”  schemes,  but  we  receive  very  little  response. 

The  principal  poison  used  continued  to  be  Racumin  (an  anti-coagulant),  with  zinc  phosphide 
in  certain  instances.  Warfarin  is  no  longer  used  in  the  district  because  of  the  spread  of  warfarin- 
resistance. 

The  number  of  premises  treated  by  the  operators  during  the  year  was  as  follows: 


During  the  year,  nine  licences  were  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act  1960.  All  but  one  of  these  licences  were  for  individual  caravans; 
the  other  was  a licence  for  six  holiday  caravans  at  Bridge  Inn,  Dorrington. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  owner  of  a site  at  Nesscliffe  for  stationing  a caravan 
on  his  land  without  a licence;  a fine  of  £3  was  imposed. 

Slum  Clearance 

As  the  majority  of  the  Council’s  slum  clearance  programme  had  been  completed  by  1967, 
the  majority  of  the  work  undertaken  under  this  heading  was  of  a consolidating  nature. 

However,  during  the  year  the  Council  considered  (following  the  service  of  “Time  and  Place” 
notices)  eight  houses,  on  seven  of  which  demolition  or  closing  orders  were  made;  plans  were 
accepted  for  the  improvement  of  the  remaining  house. 

A total  of  21  houses  were  demolished,  however,  and  since  the  slum  clearance  drive  began  in 
1964,  a total  of  286  houses  throughout  the  district  have  now  been  demolished.  There  are  still 
320  houses  subject  to  orders,  however.  As  opposed  to  this,  44  houses  were  made  fit,  including 
3 on  which  the  Council  had  previously  made  closing  or  demolition  orders. 


Private  houses 
Agricultural  properties 
Business  properties 

Council  sewerage  schemes,  sewage  works,  tips,  lay-byes,  etc.  . . 


423 

92 

74 

39 


Caravans 
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Twenty-two  families  were  re-housed  from  condemned  cottages  during  the  year,  and  although 
the  number  is  gradually  reducing,  it  should  be  noted  that  at  31st  December  there  were  still  120 
families  living  in  condemned  houses  (the  large  majority  of  these  are  elderly  people  who  do  not 
wish  to  move). 

I am  glad  to  say  that  I have  received  complete  co-operation  from  owners  of  sub-standard 
houses  ( i.e . houses  not  subject  to  orders)  which  become  vacant.  In  these  instances,  requests  not 
to  re-tenant  the  houses  until  they  have  been  brought  up  to  standard  have  invariably  been  complied 
with. 

A growing  demand  for  old  cottages  for  renovation  was  noted  during  the  year,  and  there 
appears  to  be  no  shortage  of  people  willing  to  spend  large  sums  to  restore  such  dwellings,  whether 
or  not  they  are  subject  to  Housing  Act  orders.  During  the  year,  for  example,  plans  were  submitted 
for  the  restoration  of  ten  condemned  cottages.  The  availability  of  improvement  grants  (particularly 
now  that  the  Council’s  area  comes  within  the  classification  of  an  Intermediate  Area,  thus  attracting 
larger  grants)  has  undoubtedly  increased  this  trend. 

Drainage 

Although  a number  of  drainage  nuisances  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  the  installation 
of  main  drainage  schemes  is  now  beginning  to  have  an  encouraging  effect. 

There  are  still  many  areas  where  septic  tank  drainage  is  unsuitable  due  to  the  impermeability 
of  the  sub-soil,  and  villages  and  settlements  subject  to  these  disadvantages  figure  high  on  the 
list  of  proposed  sewerage  schemes.  Complaints  have  been  received  from  the  villages  of  Pulverbatch, 
Byngs  Heath,  Great  Ness,  Old  Woods  and  Withington,  for  example,  and  in  the  case  of  Withington 
housing  development,  this  has  had  to  be  deferred  pending  the  installation  of  the  long-awaited 
Uftington/Upton  Magna/Withington  Scheme. 

However,  it  is  heartening  to  record  the  completion  of  the  Cressage  and  Bicton  Schemes  and 
the  near  completion  of  the  Hookagate/Annscroft/Longdcn/Lyth  Bank  Scheme.  The  latter  in 
particular  will  complete  the  sewering  of  the  Rea  Valley  catchment  area,  and  the  condition  of  the 
River  Rea  should  surely  reflect  in  the  near  future  the  cumulative  benefits  of  the  Minsterley, 
Pontesbury,  Han  wood  and  Hookagate  Schemes. 

The  coming  year  should  witness  the  commencement  of  further  important  schemes  such  as 
the  Withington  Scheme  (referred  to  above),  the  Cardington  Scheme,  and  the  massive  Western 
Parishes  Scheme. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  out  of  a total  of  9,334  dwellings  in  the  area, 
some  4,236  in  fifteen  villages  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers. 

Water  Supplies  and  Sampling 

During  the  year  a total  of  221  water  samples  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Copthorne  Hospital.  Of  these,  92  were  from 
mains  supplies.  Of  the  129  samples  from  private  supplies  such  as  wells,  boreholes,  springs  and 
private  mains,  45  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  year,  the  Uppington  Estate  carried  out  improvements  to  the  supply  serving  the 
village  of  Rushton,  and  the  bacteriological  quality  of  this  water  is  now  much  improved.  Similarly, 
the  owners  of  the  Winsley  Estate,  Westbury,  made  arrangements  for  a private  borehole  supply  to 
serve  the  Hall  and  a number  of  cottages  in  the  vicinity  and  so  overcome  a particularly  difficult 
problem  in  that  area.  The  village  of  Kenley  suffered  a setback  when  the  private  estate  supply  failed 
during  the  summer,  and  the  Council  carried  water  to  an  emergency  tank  for  a short  time  until  the 
supply  could  be  restored. 
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By  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  estimated  that  out  of  a total  of  9,334  dwellings  in  the  area, 
7,415  were  connected  to  mains  water  supplies,  and  a further  356  connected  to  private  mains. 

Eighty-three  samples  of  water  from  the  Pontesbury  Secondary  Modern  School  swimming 
baths  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Coliform  tests  and  plate  counts  produced 
satisfactory  results  throughout  the  year,  except  during  the  month  of  May,  when  the  plate  count 
exceeded  the  recommended  level.  It  became  necessary  to  close  the  baths  for  a few  days  when  the 
filters  had  become  suspect  in  order  that  they  may  be  cleaned.  Subsequent  testing  of  the  water 
with  satisfactory  results  justified  the  expediency  of  this  action. 

Petroleum  Storage 

During  the  year  the  Council  received  only  three  applications  for  new  licences  to  store 
petroleum  spirit,  and  a further  two  applications  from  licensees  wishing  to  increase  their  storage 
capacity.  This  reflects  the  increasing  pressures  brought  on  retailers  by  the  oil  companies  to  raise 
the  minimum  storage  capacity  so  that  larger  delivery  tankers  can  be  used  more  economically.  The 
opportunity  is  always  taken  on  these  occasions  to  bring  filling  stations  up  to  current  Home  Office 
standards,  but  it  is  clear  that  a number  of  licensed  installations  can  never  reach  the  optimum 
standard  because  of  lack  of  forecourt  space.  Fortunately,  many  such  stations  are  in  rural  areas, 
but  there  are  a few  (in  developing  villages)  which  must  be  considered  to  have  limited  lives. 

Five  licensees  ceased  storage,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  137  licensed  installations, 
of  which  38  were  held  by  petrol  retailers  and  one  by  a major  oil  company  (bulk  depot). 


Food  Premises 

General  Stores  . . . . . . . . 65 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels  ..  ..  61 

Licensed  Clubs  . . . . . . . . 9 

Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . 12 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 4 

Creameries  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Food  Canning  Factory  . . . . . . 1 

Chemists’  Shops  . . . . . . . . 2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  . . . . . . 9 

Village  Halls  43 

Premises  registered  under  Section  19  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955: 
Fish  Frying  Premises  . . . . . . 2 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  . . . . . . 77 


The  standard  of  the  food  premises  in  the  area  continued  to  be  of  a high  degree  with  only  a 
small  minority  falling  seriously  short  of  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations. 

In  my  report  for  1970,  I commented  on  the  growing  popularity  of  barbecues  and  their  atten- 
dant dangers  from  the  risk  of  food  poisoning.  I am  glad  to  say  that  the  owner  of  a large  barn  near 
Ford,  used  frequently  during  the  summer  for  these  events,  was  persuaded  to  install  a water  supply 
and  other  amenities. 


13 


During  the  year  the  fruit  canning  factory  at  Minsterley  closed  down  when  it  changed  owner- 
ship. The  new  owners  proposed  to  start  canning  meat  products,  and  a considerable  amount  of 
work  was  undertaken  in  the  installation  of  new  equipment  and  other  structural  improvements, 
including  the  provision  of  a mains  water  supply  for  cooling.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  factory  was 
not  completed. 

During  the  year  also,  a farmer  resident  at  The  Builthy,  Middletown,  commenced  slaughtering 
and  dressing  small  numbers  of  chickens  for  wholesale  trade;  the  premises  used  did  not  comply 
with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  extensive  works  of  improvement  were  required.  Other 
poultry  dressing  stations  at  Pontesford  and  Minsterley  closed  down. 


Infectious  Diseases 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  of  particular  significance  during  the  year,  except 
that  whooping  cough  increased  from  5 notified  cases  (in  1970)  to  45  in  1971. 

In  December  approximately  40  persons  were  affected  in  what  appeared  to  be  a classic  case  of 
food  poisoning  after  consuming  meals  in  a local  restaurant,  but  exhaustive  investigations  failed 
to  reveal  any  causative  organism,  and  the  outbreak  could  not  therefore  be  classified. 

Two  isolated  cases  of  salmonella  food  poisoning  were  notified,  but  these  appeared  to  have 
no  particular  significance. 

During  the  year  cases  of  cholera  were  reported  to  have  occurred  in  parts  of  Spain  and  the 
Ballearic  Islands,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  drew  the  attention  of  local  Health  Departments  to 
similar  infections  contracted  by  persons  who  had  been  on  holiday  in  those  areas  of  the 
Mediterranean.  Several  local  bakery  employees  (including  one  resident  in  the  Council's  district) 
returned  from  Majorca  in  September  and  were  consequently  excluded  from  work  for  the  appropriate 
period. 


Nuisances 

The  number  of  nuisances  complained  of  during  the  year  remained  fairly  constant,  and  were 
mostly  related  to  farm  waste  disposal.  The  principal  problem  remained  the  poultry  unit  at  Ford, 
where  a satisfactory  solution  had  not  been  found  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  Council  had 
decided  to  embark  on  High  Court  action  in  an  attempt  to  secure  a long-term  abatement  of  the 
nuisance  from  smell. 

The  other  constant  source  of  complaint  was  the  Express  Dairies  creamery  at  Minsterley, 
where  local  residents  were  regularly  upset  at  the  smell  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  sludge  from 
the  creamery's  sewage  works.  During  the  year  the  new  cottage  cheese  plant  came  into  operation, 
and  as  the  factory  throughput  increases,  so  does  the  quantity  of  sludge  which  has  to  be  disposed  of. 
This  seems  a particularly  intractable  problem. 

Other  nuisances  complained  of  were  the  spreading  of  poultry  manure  and  pig  manure,  the 
emptying  of  a deep  litter  house,  a large  boiler  house,  sileage,  wasps,  the  burning  of  rubbish  at  a 
local  garage,  and  the  operation  of  an  automatic  bird  scarer. 

During  the  year,  court  proceedings  were  taken  against  a farmer  at  Ford  in  respect  of  over- 
flowing cesspools  at  his  piggery,  and  a nuisance  order  was  made  by  the  Magistrates  in  this  case. 
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Public  Health  Inspector’s  Visits 


Housing  Inspections 

..  750 

Nuisances 

..  275 

Housing  Acts 

..  508 

Water  Supplies  . . 

..  396 

Drainage.  . 

..  295 

Refuse  Collection 

..  174 

Caravans 

..  116 

Pests  Act . . 

..  73 

Infectious  Diseases 

. . 29 

Food  Premises  . . 

. . 219 

Unsound  Food  . . 

..  31 

Clean  Air  Act  . . 

14 

Food  Poisoning  Investigations 

..  53 

Petroleum  Regulations. . 

..  56 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

..  27 

Infested  Premises 

..  47 

Welfare  . . 

4 

Transport  Maintenance,  etc.  . . 

..  86 

O.S.  and  R.P.  Act 

..  47 

Factories . . 

17 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 

9 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

. . 106 

Miscellaneous  . . 

..  208 

Total  . . 

. . 3,620 

Housing  Management 

The  total  of  permanent  Council  houses,  bungalows  and  flats  had  risen  by  the  end  of  the 
year  to  1,553. 

The  maintenance  of  these  dwellings  necessitated  the  employment,  through  contractors,  of 
approximately  ten  tradesmen  regularly,  and  several  others  on  a more  casual  basis.  A total  of  1,258 
repair  instructions  were  issued  during  the  year  to  all  trades,  and  all  urgent  and  pressing  work  was 
carried  out. 

The  maintenance  agreement  with  the  Midlands  Electricity  Board  continued  during  the  year 
with  mutual  satisfaction,  and  at  the  same  price  of  25p  per  house.  This  agreement  has  proved 
extremely  beneficial  in  the  saving  of  administrative  work. 

The  contribution  to  the  repair  fund  was  increased  from  £16  to  £22  in  anticipation  of  the 
effect  of  the  Housing  Finance  legislation  on  existing  balances.  This  enabled  the  improvement 
of  the  electrical  specifications  in  the  stock  of  houses  to  continue,  and  a total  of  153  houses  were 
improved  during  the  year  at  a cost  of  £3,600.  These  improvements  will  continue  as  finances  permit; 
many  of  the  pre-war  houses  now  require  complete  re-wiring. 

During  the  year  water  closets  and  hot  water  systems  were  installed  in  Nos.  4 and  5 Long  Row, 
Hookagate,  the  only  Council-owned  houses  which  did  not  have  these  amenities.  The  work  was 
carried  out  as  soon  as  the  new  public  sewer  became  available. 
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More  extensive  repair  work  is  now  becoming  necessary  at  some  of  the  Council’s  older  houses. 
In  particular  those  houses  built  just  after  the  first  war  now  require  the  renewal  of  joinery  work  such 
as  doors  and  windows,  and  this  is  likely  to  prove  very  expensive.  An  attempt  is  being  made  to 
deal  with  this  problem  in  conjunction  with  the  annual  painting  contract  so  as  to  reduce  painting 
costs. 

Another  problem  which  has  had  to  be  tackled  is  condensation  in  the  Council’s  two-bedroomed 
flats.  This  is  particularly  troublesome  where  the  aspect  is  such  that  the  small  bedroom  faces 
north,  making  the  room  colder  than  the  rest  of  the  dwelling.  Fortunately,  the  Ailing  of  the  cavity 
with  plastic  foam  usually  resolves  the  defect. 

The  heating  problem  in  the  group  bungalows  at  Pontesbury  was  Anally  resolved  during 
the  year  by  the  installation  of  Electricaire  units  in  the  bungalows.  This  work  was  complete  by  the 
start  of  the  heating  season  and  seems  to  be  satisfactory  in  general. 

A growing  number  of  tenants  are  becoming  dissatisAed  with  the  heating  of  their  homes,  and 
a small  number  have  installed  electric  night  storage  heaters  at  their  own  expense.  Others  have 
expressed  an  interest  in  having  central  heating  installed  by  the  Council  for  the  payment  of  an 
additional  rent  premium,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  this  was  being  investigated.  It  was  interesting 
to  note  that  in  the  ten  houses  equipped  with  Electricaire  heating  at  Kinton  and  NessclifTe,  the 
average  cost  of  all  electricity  over  a period  of  twelve  months  was  £1.51  per  week. 

More  expense  than  usual  has  been  incurred  on  the  maintenance  of  housing  estates  grassed 
areas  and  access  roads.  A local  contractor  was  engaged  to  cut  grassed  areas  during  the  growing 
season,  and  during  the  winter  months  a number  of  such  areas  were  ploughed  up  and  re-seeded. 
A number  of  estate  roads  at  Minsterley,  Cound  Moor,  Buildwas,  Cross  Houses  and  Pontesbury 
were  properly  surfaced  for  the  First  time. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  restoration  to  park  land  of  the  former  Communal  Site  and  Hospital 
Site,  Atcham  Airfield,  was  completed  and  the  land  handed  back  to  the  National  Trust. 

One  unfortunate  incident  which  marred  the  year  was  a serious  lire  in  July  in  one  of  the  Council’s 
houses  at  Cross  Houses.  It  was  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  Arc,  but  over  £1,000  of 
damage  occurred.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  restoration  work  had  not  been  completed,  but  the 
tenant  had  been  re-housed  in  a local  estate  cottage  whilst  repair  works  were  executed. 

Re-Housing 

During  the  year  a total  of  1 73  families  were  re-housed  (an  appreciable  increase  on  the  previous 
year),  and  these  were  made  up  as  follows: 


From  sub-standard  houses  . . 

22 

From  waiting  list 

88 

Re-arranged  and  exchanged  tenancies 

63 

Total 

173 

A total  of  21 1 applications  were  received  during  the  year  (almost  identical  to  1970),  and  at 
31st  December,  1971,  the  waiting  list  stood  at  528.  By  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Arst  ten 
dwellings  were  already  occupied  on  the  Caradoc  View  estate  at  Hanwood,  and  the  remaining  62 
were  all  completed  by  September.  An  appreciable  number  of  these  dwellings  are  occupied  by 
Council  tenants  who  transferred  from  other  estates  and  villages  and  (as  hoped)  the  building  of  this 
estate  has  helped  to  ensure  the  better  use  of  the  Council’s  houses  in  general. 
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Following  the  Council’s  decision  in  September,  1970,  to  sell  Council  houses  to  sitting  tenants, 
a great  deal  of  interest  was  shown  by  tenants,  and  by  the  end  of  1971  seven  houses  had  been  sold. 
A number  of  further  sales  were  in  the  pipeline. 

Housing  Statistics 

Number  of  habitable  dwellings  in  the  district  . . . . . . 9,334 

Number  of  permanent  Council  houses,  bungalows  and  flats  . . 1,553 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1971 : 

Council  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

Private  houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  152 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1971 : 

Council  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Private  houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  197 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  . . . . . . 21 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  . . . . . . . . . . 43 


Staff 

The  only  staff  change  during  the  year  was  that  Mr.  D.  Simmonds  (the  pupil  Public  Health 
Inspector)  passed  his  final  examination  and  was  appointed  to  Oswestry  Rural  District  Council. 
He  was  replaced  by  Mr.  S.  Turner,  who  commenced  at  the  University  of  Aston  in  October.  I would 
also  like  to  record  Mr.  R.  L.  Sankey’s  success  in  passing  the  final  examination  for  the  Diploma  in 
Municipal  Administration. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  my  colleagues  for  their  loyal  and 
conscientious  efforts  during  the  year. 


DENIS  CORFIELD, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Housing  Manager. 


July,  1972. 
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Section  D 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year: 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

14 

Measles 

58 

Whooping  Cough  

45 

Pneumonia 

— 

Poliomyelitis: 

Paralytic 

— 

Non-paralytic  

— 

Food  Poisoning  

4 

Erysipelas  

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

Dysentery 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary  . . 

1 

Non-pulmonary 

— 

Para-Typhoid  . . 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

Total 

125 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  was  125 — 110  less 
than  the  number  notified  in  the  previous  year. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  were  notified.  Children  can  be  immunised  against 
diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis,  either  by  the  family  doctors  or  at  the  schools  or  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department.  The  last  case  of  diphtheria 
notified  was  in  the  year  1949. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register  as  at  the 
3 1 st  December,  1971: 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary  Total 

M F M F M F 

26  30  8 6 34  36 

During  the  year  two  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  both  male. 

Deaths 

There  was  one  death  from  tuberculosis  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

CANCER 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer,  including  leukaemia,  in  the  district,  was  50.  This 
gives  a death  rate  of  1.8  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  this  disease,  1 1 were  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  (9  male  and  2 female). 
The  percentage  of  the  cases  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  was  22  per  cent  of  cancer  deaths  (in  1970 
it  was  24.3  per  cent). 
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Appendix  I 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


B6  (1)  Late  Effects  of  Respiratory  T.B.  .. 

1 

B19  (1)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Buccal  Cavity 

1 

B19  (2)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Oesophagus  . . 

2 

B 1 9 (3)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

5 

B19  (4)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Intestine 

11 

B19  (6)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  Bronchus 

11 

B19  (7)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

4 

B19  (9)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Prostate 

1 

B19  (10)  Leukaemia 

4 

B 1 9 (11)  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

11 

B21  Diabetes  Mellitus 

3 

B46  (1)  Other  Endocrine  Diseases  . . 

2 

B22  Avitaminoses 

1 

B46  (5)  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

9 

B27  Hypertensive  Disease 

4 

B28  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

78 

B29  Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

17 

B30  Cerebrovascular  Disease 

46 

B46  (6)  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

22 

B46  (3)  Mental  Disorders 

1 

B32  Pneumonia 

19 

B33  (1)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . 

18 

B26  Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease. . 

7 

B46  (7)  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

B34  Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

B36  Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

B46  (8)  Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

3 

B39  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

B46  (9)  Other  Diseases  Genito-Urinary  System  . . 

5 

B46  (11)  Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

1 

B42  Congenital  Anomalies  

5 

B45  Ill-defined  Conditions  

1 

BE47  Motor  Vehicle  Accident 

6 

BE48  All  other  Accidents  . . 

4 

BE49  Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  . . 

3 

BE50  All  other  External  Causes  . . 

1 

Total,  all  Causes 

315 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  19  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  crude  death-rate 
is  11.8  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  three  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  in  previous  years:  Heart  and  Circulatory  diseases, 
Cerebro-Vascular  diseases  and  Malignant  diseases. 

There  were  6 deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  4 deaths  from  other  accidents. 

It  will  be  noticed  also  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  infectious  diseases  (diphtheria, 
measles,  whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever),  which  used  to  be  the  cause  of  death  among  young 
children,  and  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  poliomyelitis. 
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Appendix  II 


1.  Inspections 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities  . . 

Factories  not  included,  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

100 

15 

4 



Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

103 

15 

4 

— 

2.  Defects 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Rcfe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 

1 inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 







Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 
(o)  Insufficient 

(/>)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

11 

11 

— 

5 

— 

(<•)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

11 

11 

— 

5 

— 

3.  Outwork — Nil. 
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